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Op-Ed Sample:

College Savings Month: Investing in Opportunity for Every Student
As students return to classrooms this fall, families across the country are once again thinking about the future. Whether that future includes a four-year college, community college, technical school, apprenticeship, or another pathway, one thing is certain: education is an investment worth planning for.
September is College Savings Month, a time to recognize the millions of families taking proactive steps to prepare for future education expenses through 529 education savings plans. Nationwide, more than 16.9 million 529 accounts are helping families save for educational opportunities, representing more than $594 billion dedicated to future learning and career success.
Here in {STATE}, we're proud to celebrate the {INSERT STATE NUMBER} account owners who are investing in their futures through {INSERT PLAN NAME}. Their commitment demonstrates the power of planning ahead and the peace of mind that comes with knowing resources will be available when educational opportunities arise.
So why are millions of families choosing a 529 plan?
A 529 plan is a tax-advantaged savings and investment account designed to help families prepare for qualified education expenses. Earnings grow free from federal income tax, and qualified withdrawals are also tax-free. Today's 529 plans are more flexible than ever, allowing families to use their savings for eligible expenses related to college, graduate school, many apprenticeship programs, workforce training, and certain K–12 education costs. {INSERT STATE-SPECIFIC TAX BENEFITS OR INCENTIVES.}
Understanding these benefits has never been easier. The National Association of State Treasurers Foundation, in partnership with Enrich, offers a free online educational course that explains how 529 plans work, their tax advantages, and the many ways they can help families achieve their education goals.
The start of a new school year is an ideal time to review your family's education savings strategy. Even small, consistent contributions can grow significantly over time, helping reduce the need for future student loan debt and creating more choices for students as they pursue their goals.
If you've been considering opening a 529 account, there's no better time than College Savings Month to get started. Every dollar saved today is an investment in tomorrow's opportunities.
To learn more about 529 plans and compare options available nationwide, visit The 529 Network's 529 Plan Search and Compare tool. To learn more about {INSERT PLAN NAME} or open an account, visit {INSERT WEBSITE}.
This September, take one small step toward a brighter future. Your future student will thank you.
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