Sample Op-Ed
April is a time of renewal. As spring arrives and we refresh our homes and routines, it is also a perfect opportunity to take a fresh look at our financial lives.

That is one reason April is recognized nationwide as Financial Literacy Month — a time to encourage Americans to build stronger financial habits, expand their financial knowledge, and plan for their future.

Financial decisions affect every stage of life, from managing everyday expenses and saving for emergencies to planning for education or retirement. Financial knowledge empowers individuals and families to make informed choices.

Yet financial literacy remains a challenge across the country. Research shows U.S. adults correctly answer only about half of basic financial literacy questions (TIAA Institute–GFLEC Personal Finance Index, 2024), highlighting the need for greater financial education and access to resources.

At the same time, Americans collectively hold more than $1.8 trillion in student loan debt (EducationData.org, 2025), demonstrating the importance of financial planning and education early in life.

As a member of the National Association of State Treasurers (NAST), we are committed to improving financial capability and expanding access to financial education tools for residents of {STATE}.

{INSERT STATE-SPECIFIC STORY OR PROGRAM}

This Financial Literacy Month, I encourage residents of {STATE} to take one step toward improving their financial future — whether that means creating a budget, increasing savings, or learning about financial tools available in our state.

